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conduct in New Zealand either. Shri Manilal's disloyalty consist-
ed in the colour of his skin, in his services to his fellow-men. If a
brown-skinned person, who is also an Indian and serves his
fellow-countrymen, is not disloyal in the eyes of the white men,
who else would be? And yet there are many simple-minded and
liberal Indians who argue that we shall, that we can, come into
our own only through co-operation with the Government,
EAST AFRICA
Everywhere, I see only the bitter fruits of co-operation with
the Government. The whites of East Africa do not like even
Mr. Andrews' going there and are, therefore, preparing to oppose
him. This means that they wish to do him some harm. Simul-
taneously, they are having discussions with the British authorities
and trying if they can deprive us of our rights. So far the British
authorities have not told them categorically that Indians shall not
be deprived of a single right of theirs. If indeed Indians have to
lose their rights, that would be daylight robbery. It is my
earnest hope that the Indians there will not compromise their
rights. The only way in which India can help them in the mat-
ter is by herself acquiring the strength to help. This strength con-
sists in swaraj.
FRUIT OF UNTOUCHABILITY
Why have we thus become untouchables everywhere ? The reason
is clear to me. God's ways of punishing man for his sins are myste-
rious. The world treats us as we have been treating six crores of
our brethren. This stigma we carry with us wherever we go. I
have noticed that even the Negroes of Africa look down on us as
slaves. We shall not become worthy of the world's regard till we
feel genuine compassion for the untouchables. Since we deceive
ourselves and become indolent in the name of religion, we fall
all the more low. Our own plight seems to me more pitiable
than that of the untouchables, because we have to receive kicks
both from God and the world. The untouchables, on the other
hand, suffer only our kicks. They will get none from God. Even
in regard to their failings, arguments in their defence, the facts of
their disabilities, will be advanced and will be accepted as valid.
To cleanse ourselves of this filth of untouchability is to cleanse
our hearts. Till that is done, nothing that we may do is likely to
yield fruit. There is no hope for a man whose heart has harden-
ed and, when it is in the name of religion that a person has become
cruel, we can say that his heart has hardened indeed. It is diffi-